


	

 NZOC Olympic Ambassador Programme Explained

One of the core functions of the New Zealand Olympic Committee is to, “Promote and celebrate our Olympic athletes, values and legacy” and since its inception in 2008 the Olympic Ambassador Programme has played a pivotal role in this by inspiring and educating young New Zealanders on the Olympic values through sport.
The outcome from an Olympic Ambassador’s school visit is that students are inspired and motivated to live the Olympic Values of Friendship, Excellence, and Respect, and to generally be the best they can. The inspiration provided by the Ambassador will lead to better thinking and behaviours. Olympic Ambassadors provide this inspiration through their presentation, and role-modelling as a person who has achieved one of the highest honours in sport while living according to these values.
To engage students and make their presentation really relevant Ambassadors tell their Olympic story, and share their sporting, Olympic, and life experiences.  Each Ambassador has their own unique sporting story to tell, with their own successes and setbacks, goals and sacrifices, determination and inspiration. These are all things students can closely associate with. The Ambassador’s presentation is a mix of talk and digital media, student questions, and often with some activity or game thrown in.
An important part of the Ambassador’s presentation is explaining the importance of the Olympic Values and how they have influenced the Ambassador’s life. Students can see and hear how living these values leads to positive outcomes and rewards in all aspects of their lives. Other key messages are to participate, to persevere and be resilient, to follow your dreams, and to try new things. Ambassadors will link Olympic Values to School Values to emphasise their universal importance.
The Ambassador Programme does not just revolve around an Olympic Games. The inspiration and values-based messages provided by our Ambassadors have real impact at any time, and Ambassador visits are very popular with schools in non-Olympic years as well. The Ambassador Programme also works with community organisations, regional sporting bodies and sports clubs. 
Part of the growth of the Programme includes training and professional development for Ambassadors, furthering their leadership ability and ensuring their presentations are of increasingly high quality. The NZOC currently has 35 Olympic Ambassadors spread across the country.
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